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Introduction 
The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) hosted a public scoping 
workshop on Wednesday, March 11, 2014, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Okanogan PUD. The 
purpose of the workshop was to share information about the wildlife area (WLA) planning 
process and to solicit public and stakeholder input.  

The workshop begins the planning process for developing a new Okanogan Valley Wildlife Areas 
(Sinlahekin & Scotch Creek) Management Plan, one of 33 plans the department will revise over 
the next six to eight years.  Plans are updated every two years to reflect changes in landscape and 
management priorities.  The current plan for Sinlahekin was developed in 2006, and was updated 
in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2012. The current plan for Scotch Creek was also developed in 
2006, with updates in 2007, 2009, 2009, 2010 and 2012.  These plans and updates are available 
at:  http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/management_plans/ 

In this process, these plans will be expanded to include new agency initiatives, progress towards 
goals identified in earlier plans, and new WLA priorities. These plans will consider the interests 
and impacts of stakeholders and user groups; set goals for assessing and monitoring ecological 
integrity; outline forest management priorities; identify appropriate public use, recreation area 
and facility improvements; as well as weed control and other operations and maintenance 
activities.  

Attendance 
Thirty-six people attended and signed in at the workshop including interested parties from 
Okanogan County communities of Tonasket, Okanogan, Omak, Conconully, Oroville, Riverside, 
and from Vashon Island, and Wenatchee.  Stakeholder groups included Trout Unlimited, 
Washington Water Trust, Oroville Sportsmen’s Club, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, 
Okanogan County, Back Country Horsemen, and Audubon.  Other participants included other 
federal and state agency representatives, ranchers, neighbors, as well as fishing and hunting 
enthusiasts.   

http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/management_plans/


Workshop Format 
The workshop was designed in a combination open house/presentation format. Maps of the 
wildlife areas were posted, and participants were encouraged to share specific and general 
feedback after the presentation and at the map locations. 

Staff presentation 
Melinda Posner, Planning, Recreation & Public Outreach Section Manager and facilitator for the 
meeting welcomed the group and introduced the following staff members: 
▪ Jim Olson, Scotch Creek WLA Manager  
▪ Justin Haug, Sinlahekin WLA Manager 
▪ Scott Fitkin, District Wildlife Biologist 
▪ Connie Iten, Habitat Biologist 
▪ Jim Brown, Region 2 Director 
▪ Jeanne Demorest, Planning Project Manager 
▪ Clay Sprague, Lands Division Manager 
▪ Rod Pfeifle, Forester 
▪ Jeff Burnham, Range Ecologist 
▪ Dale Swedberg, Okanogan Lands Operations & Prescribed Burn Program 

Melinda emphasized the early stage in the planning process and the desire to hear from the 
public and stakeholders about interests, issues, and potential priorities for these WLAs areas. She 
noted multiple methods for providing comments including written comment sheets that can be 
turned in at the end of the meeting or emailed to okanoganvalleyplan@dfw.wa.gov.  Staff are 
also available to answer questions and receive comments: 

Jeanne Demorest:  jeanne.demorest@dfw.wa.gov or (509) 457-9313 
Jim Olson:  jim.olson@dfw.wa.gov  or (509) 826-4430 
Justin Haug:  Justin.haug@dfw.wa.gov or (509) 223-3358 

Melinda reviewed the department’s overall process for updating all state wildlife area plans. She 
noted the following new topics the plan will consider:  
▪ Forest Management  
▪ Recreation Management 
▪ Expanded public outreach including public workshops, information materials and 

Wildlife Area Advisory Committee meetings 

She summarized the planning process for the Okanogan Valley Wildlife Areas; staff expects a 
draft plan by the fall of 2015, and the final plan by the end of the year. Melinda introduced Jim 
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Olson, Wildlife Area Manager for Scotch Creek Wildlife Area.   Jim described the purpose, 
acquisition and funding requirements, and current activities at each of the seven wildlife area 
units he manages.  Jim introduced Justin Haug, Sinlahekin Wildlife Area Manager.  Justin 
described the purpose, acquisition and funding requirements, and current activities at each of the 
seven wildlife area units he manages. 

Scotch Creek 
Acquisition & Funding 

• First acquisition in 1991 with grant funds from the Washington Wildlife and Recreation 
Program.  The need to protect critical habitat for Sharp tails was popular with this new 
funding source and nearly 15,000 acres were purchased in the first biennium of this 
program.   

• After acquisition in 1991, these were originally managed as part of the Sinlahekin 
Wildlife Area.   

• In 1996 the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) identified these areas as eligible for 
mitigation funding, in part to compensate for wildlife losses related to construction of 
dams on the Columbia River.  At this point these areas were separated from the 
Sinlahekin Wildlife Area and Scotch Creek Wildlife Area was established.  This funding 
continues today and supports all of the operating and maintenance work at Scotch Creek. 

• This is why the wildlife areas are intermixed within the Okanogan Valley.   

Current Activities 
• Okanogan County has some of the last sharp-tail populations in the state.  There are 

currently populations in the Scotch Creek Basin, Tunk Valley and Chesaw, lands that were 
protected by the 1991 acquisitions.    

• Sharp-tails require pristine shrub-steppe habitats for nesting and raising their young and 
healthy Riparian areas for their winter habitat.  Restoring those habitats has been the 
focus of work on Scotch Creek.    

• Over 2,000 acres of old agricultural fields across the complex have been restored back to 
a native grass/forb/shrub mix.  A lot has changed since the early days and today we have 
much better equipment to work with, and quality seed in the form of locally adapted, 
source identified native seed mixes.  This has improved the success of establishing both 
grasses and forbs in a single seeding. 

• Over 200,000 trees and shrubs have been planted across to enhance the riparian habitat 
that the grouse depend on in the winter.  After a heavy snow fall the birds will move 
downslope to the valley bottoms and feed on the buds and catkins of deciduous trees and 
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shrubs.  During the winter months you can see these birds foraging in the tops of the trees 
along Scotch Creek in the Conconully area. 

• Sharp-tailed grouse were trans-located onto the Scotch Creek unit in the late 90’s, 
primarily from Southeast Idaho.  These transplants have helped diversify the genetic mix 
of the local birds and they have responded favorably.   

• In 2015 population estimates are holding right at 100 birds.  More are doing well in the 
Tunk Valley and the rolling hills around Chesaw.   

Sinlahekin 
Acquisition & Funding: 

• The Sinlahekin Wildlife Area was the first property purchased by the former Game 
Department in 1939 using Pittman-Robertson Act (PR) funding for the protection of Mule 
Deer winter range.  

• The Sinlahekin Complex is approximately 21,500 acres and is home to diverse 
populations of flora and fauna species.  

• The Sinlahekin currently has 3 full-time employees and is home to the North Central 
Washington Prescribed Fire Team.   

• Operational funding is provided thru PR funds, state dollars, and grant funding. 

Current Activities: 
• In 2008 and 2010 the wildlife area received funding through the Recreation and 

Conservation Office to perform fuels reduction and prescribed burning. These funds were 
used to thin and commercially harvest nearly 600 acres and implement prescribed burns 
on approximately 2000 acres.  

• The benefits of prescribed burning within a fire-dependent ecosystem are many (healthier 
forests, germination of fire-dependent species, reduced risk of catastrophic wildfire, etc.)  

• Plans are to continue implementing fuels reduction and conducting prescribed burning in 
the years to come. 

• Recreation opportunities include hunting, fishing, camping, horseback riding and wildlife 
viewing. 

• Management activities on the wildlife area include: facility & infrastructure maintenance, 
developing recreational opportunities, environmental education, ecosystem monitoring, 
weed control, and restoration activities.  
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Comment Sheets – Combined Responses 

Interests & Issues 
• Sharp-tail grouse management 
• Mule deer management 
• Wildlife habitat protection  
• Public access 
• Maintain hiking and rock climbing opportunities as well as wildlife and viewing/

photography 
• Geology 
• WDFW’s inability to purchase conservation land in the County any more 
• Aspen damage from grazing on N. Pine creek & grazing on Driscoll Island 
• Birders parking along roads and setting up tripods causes traffic hazards 
• Trail and habitat damage from motorized vehicles and horses - some trails should be 

restricted to (human) foot traffic only 
• Weed control, grazing, controlled burns, logging and pesticide, herbicide and other 

chemical applications during vulnerable periods for wildlife 
• Noxious weeds 
• Management of game bird populations 
• Make restoration a priority 

Recreation Pursued at these WLAs 
• Hiking/Physical fitness 
• Rock climbing 
• Wildlife & wildflower viewing 
• Photography 
• Hunting 
• Camping 
• Horseback riding 
• Rock hounding 
• Birding 
• Butterfly watching 
• Bicycling 
• Fishing 

Recommendations 
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• Allow spring and fall grazing of cattle in Sharp-tail areas 
• Manage predators in Sharp-tail areas 
• Provide and/or improve signs along trails and at parking areas  

o show roads/trails 
o loop trails 
o Add interpretive signs 
o More signs for parking and along boundaries with private land 

• Provide more trails and/or more maintenance of existing trails 
o Complete trail from Sinlahekin HQ to Hess Lake 
o Construct an equestrian/hiking trail to the top of Pogue Mtn. 

• Make information on these areas more available (brochures) for tourism 
• Provide more public events in the Sinlahekin valley (marathons, bike races) 
• Continue use of fire for management 
• Use timber sale dollars to fund habitat improvement 
• Allow rock collecting in WLAs (Scotch Creek) 
• Establish better access at Pogue Mtn. 
• Repair Zachman road in the Sinlahekin 
• Allow grazing at Pogue Mtn. 
• Consider using grazing instead of fire for habitat management 
• Support habitat protections during sensitive seasons for birds (nesting, breeding, fledging) 
• Provide picnic tables 

Additional Feedback 
• Use microphone for meetings, have staff stand in front when introduced 
• Sell the agency better – present benefits to wildlife and people, letter writing to deflect  

criticism 
• Appreciate that the areas are open and easily accessible for all to enjoy 
• These are great places to hike, camp and do photography.  It’s great to enjoy the natural 

vegetated areas, native plants, shrub steppe and forests. 

Meeting Materials 
▪ Agenda 
▪ Scotch Creek Wildlife Area Fact Sheet 
▪ Sinlahekin Wildlife Area Fact Sheet 
▪ Workshop Postcard 
▪ Scanned comment sheets
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